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1.2 List of Contacts 

The following individuals may be contacted to address questions or concerns 

regarding this report: 
 
 
The Honorable Howard Rubenstein 
Mayor, City of Saraland 
943 Saraland Blvd. 
Saraland, Alabama 36571 
(251) 675-5103 
 
 
Melissa O’Sullivan, P.E. 
Volkert, Inc. 
1110 Montlimar Dr., Suite 560 (36609) 
P.O. Box 7434 
Mobile, Alabama 36670-0434 
(251)342-1070
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1.3 General Introduction 

On November 16, 1990, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

promulgated regulations, under the Water Quality Act of 1987, setting forth 

application requirements for National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

(NPDES) storm water permits.  The Alabama Department of Environmental 

Management (ADEM) administers the storm water program for the State of 

Alabama.  The City of Saraland along with other smaller cities in Mobile and 

Baldwin Counties were originally included in a Phase I permit with the City 

of Mobile.  In March 2012 the City of Saraland requested to be removed from 

the MS4 program or at a minimum be revised to a Phase II permittee.  The 

request was based on the following factors:  population, land use, receiving 

stream water quality, and documented history of water quality monitoring of 

the major outfall.  On December 27, 2013, ADEM approved the City of 

Saraland’s request to participate in the Phase II permit for smaller systems in 

lieu of the Phase I permit, as required for municipalities with a population of 

100,000 or more.  The City of Saraland is submitting this report as part of an 

annual requirement for the NPDES Permit Number ALR040045.  This report 

includes activities from April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019. 
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1.4 Overview 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has ruled that municipalities 

and industry share the responsibility to improve water quality of the “Waters 

of the United States”.  In accordance with this rule, which was enacted in 

1990, the EPA created regulations for NPDES Storm Water Permits for 

municipalities and permits associated with industrial activity.  These 

regulations are aimed at reducing the amount of non-point source pollution 

that is currently the leading cause of water pollution. 

The Water Quality Act involves a two-phased municipal permitting program 

that requires municipalities of certain populations to establish discharge 

controls to the Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP), to effectively prohibit 

non-storm water discharges to the municipal separate storm sewer systems, 

and where necessary, to contain applicable water quality-based controls.  

Compliance with the maximum extent practicable requirement can be attained 

by developing a storm water management plan that addresses the six 

minimum control measures described in the storm water regulations and 

detailed in fact sheets developed and provided by EPA. 

The City of Saraland utilizes current personnel to administer the storm water 

program elements.  Additional assistance is provided by local engineering 

firms and Mobile County, as needed during crises or emergencies such as 

floods, spills, or hazardous waste incidents. 

Storm water is managed by several City departments and by community 

activities which involve volunteer work.  The City does not have the financial 

resources to dedicate personnel solely to storm water quality, however these 

responsibilities are shared by employees and considered part of the effort to 

protect our streams and waterways from degradation. 
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2.0 PROGRAM EVALUATION 
 

2.1 Objective of the Program 

On December 27, 2013 the City of Saraland was granted coverage under the 

MS4 Phase II General Permit ALR040045 replacing the Phase I General 

Permit ALS00002.  The intent of the National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES) permit is to reduce and eliminate pollutants in 

storm waters that are discharged from municipal separate storm sewer systems 

(MS4s). 

The City of Saraland is dedicated to achieving the conditions of this permit, 

which will ultimately improve water quality by reducing pollutants in 

receiving waters.  The City’s goals are to educate the municipal employees 

and the general public on the storm water management program and focus on 

a unified approach to the identification and correction of problem areas.  

Additionally, the City has established the legal authority to manage and 

enforce the requirements of the program. 

The City of Saraland with a population of 14,576, according to the 2017 U.S. 

Census estimate, consists primarily of residential land use.  See Map 2.1 for 

the City’s Zoning designations. 

The City of Saraland is primarily located within the Bayou Sara watershed as 

shown on Map 2.2. 
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MAP 2.1:  CITY OF SARALAND ZONING FLOOD ZONE MAP 
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MAP 2.2:  WATERSHEDS WITHIN OR 

SURROUNDING THE CITY OF SARALAND 
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2.2 Program Execution 

The City of Saraland has developed and implemented many programs to help 

minimize storm water related pollutant loads.  City Ordinance 664, passed in 

1998, establishes procedures to control discharges from commercial and 

industrial facilities and construction sites.  Areas that would benefit from 

drainage improvements are established, prioritized and updated as needed.   

 

The program elements are the responsibilities of multiple City Departments. 

The Department Supervisors include the Chief Building Official, Public 

Works Supervisor, Chief of Police, and the Fire Chief.  Employees in all City 

departments have received instruction on the program objectives and are 

provided with opportunities to attend educational programs.  A detailed 

description of each department’s task is included in the City’s Storm Water 

Management Plan (SWMP) as required for the Phase II MS4 permit. 

The prediction of the long-range financial requirements needed to support the 

storm water program is difficult.  Funding for expanding the storm water 

management program is currently not available.  The City officials address the 

financial needs and make budget allocations on a year-to-year basis that are 

prioritized based on the needs of the entire City operations. 
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2.3 Future Direction of the Program 

In June 2014, The City of Saraland developed a Storm Water Management 

Plan (SWMP) designed to reduce the discharge of pollutants to the maximum 

extent practicable (MEP).  The SWMP includes Best Management Practices 

(BMP’s) that address the five minimum control measures as outlined in 

Section III.B of the Phase II NPDES Permit.  Each BMP includes measurable 

goals and the personnel responsible for its overall management and 

implementation.  The City has conducted the annual review of the SWMP as 

required by for the Phase II MS4 Permit. A revised SWMP will be submitted 

with this report to update the “Responsible Person” section on select BMP’s 

due to recent staff changes. 

The five minimum control measures that are addressed in this report and the 

SWMP are: 

1.   Public Education and Public Involvement on Storm Water Impacts 

2.   Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDDE) 

3.   Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control 

4.   Post-Construction Storm Water Management in New Development and 

Redevelopment 

5.   Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations 
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3.0 SUMMARY TABLE 

3.1  Storm Water Management Plan Element Status 

Minimum Control Measure BMP ID BMP TITLE STATUS 

Public Education and Public 
Involvement on Storm Water 

Impacts 

1-1 Storm Water Webpage 
Implemented and updated as 

needed 

1-2 Storm Water Outreach Materials Implemented and Ongoing 

1-3 Adopt-A-Spot Beautification Program Implemented and Ongoing 

1-4 Keep Saraland Beautiful Implemented and Ongoing 

1-5 Alternative Sentencing Implemented and Ongoing 

Illicit Discharge Detection and 
Elimination (IDDE) 

2-1 Map of Major Outfall and Structural BMP’s 
Implemented and updated as 

needed 

2-2 Ordinance 664 
Implemented and updated as 

needed 

2-3 IDDE Training for City Employees Implemented and Ongoing 

2-4 Illicit Discharge Response Implemented and Ongoing 

2-5 Dry Weather Screening Implemented and Ongoing 

2-6 Handling of Spills Implemented and Ongoing 

Construction Site Storm Water 
Runoff Control 

3-1 Ordinance 757 and 664 
Implemented and updated as 

needed 

3-2 
Construction Site Plan Reviews and 

Inspections 
Implemented and Ongoing 

Post-Construction Storm 
Water Management 

4-1 
Ordinance 2015-21 – Post-Construction 
Storm Water Management Ordinance 

Implemented and updated as 
needed 

4-2 Post-Construction Plan Implemented and Ongoing 

4-3 
Post-Construction BMP Operation and 

Maintenance Agreement 
Implemented and Ongoing 

Pollution Prevention/Good 
Housekeeping 

5-1 Inventory of Municipal Facilities Implemented and Ongoing 

5-2 
Housekeeping SOP’s and Inspection 

Schedules 
Implemented and Ongoing 

5-3 Structural Controls Maintenance Implemented and Ongoing 

5-4 Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO) Prevention Implemented and Ongoing 

5-5 City Vehicle Maintenance Implemented and Ongoing 

5-6 Spraying of Herbicide Implemented and Ongoing 

5-7 Garbage and Recycling Services Implemented and Ongoing 
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4.0 NARRATIVE REPORT 

4.1 Public Education and Public Involvement on Storm Water Impacts 

 

Permit Requirement:  The Permittee must develop and implement a public 

education and outreach program to inform the community about the impacts 

of storm water discharges on water bodies and the steps that the public can 

take to reduce pollutants in storm water runoff to the maximum extent 

practicable. 

 

The City of Saraland has made a concerted effort to develop and implement 

Best Management Practices (BMP’s) focused on educating the citizens of 

Saraland and city employees about activities that can reduce pollutants in 

storm water run-off to the maximum extent practicable.  The persons 

primarily responsible for storm water public education and outreach are city 

employees from multiple departments. 

 

The following BMP’s regarding Public Education and Public Involvement 

were implemented during the reporting period of April 1, 2017 to March 31, 

2018: 

 

1-1. Storm Water Webpage 

The City of Saraland has a webpage dedicated to educating the public 

about storm water pollution.  The storm water webpage includes tips on 

how to prevent storm water pollution “Around the House,” specifically 

with releasing 

household chemicals 

into the sanitary 

sewer and storm 

systems, and “Under 

the Hood,” which 

discusses vehicle 

maintenance.  Also 

shown on the storm 

water webpage are 

graphics that 

demonstrate storm 

water pollution, 

which are shown to 

the left. 

 Graphics from the City’s storm water webpage 
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The webpage also includes a link to the most recent MS4 Annual Report, 

in addition to informational pamphlets on Storm Water Management, 

Erosion Control, and Grease Clean-Up and Disposal. 

 

The webpage also features the following sections: 

 

1. A paragraph explaining what illicit discharges are and a list of 

example illicit discharges. 

2. Links to informational flyers for rain barrels, pet waste, and Low 

Impact Development 

3. Contact information for public comments and questions regarding 

the City’s SWMP. 

4. A form for the public to report an illicit discharge, including the 

date and time the discharge was discovered, location details, and 

an optional section to provide contact information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Illicit Discharge Report Form on City’s storm water webpage 
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1-2. Storm Water Outreach Materials 

The Storm Water Management brochure that City developed three years 

ago is still available to the public.  The brochure discusses how storm 

water is generated, where storm water goes, and how to prevent the 

pollution of storm water.  The Building Inspection Department previously 

developed brochures on Grease Clean-Up and Disposal, Erosion and 

Sediment Control, Nuisance Control and Elimination, Annexation, and 

Sign Ordinance Compliance. These brochures are all available on the 

City’s website, distributed to Contractors and Developers at construction 

pre-development and pre-bid meetings, and are available to the public at 

the City Hall, Senior Center, and Building Department. Copies of the 

brochures are included in the Appendix A. 

 

 1-3. “Adopt-A-Spot” Beautification Program 

Led by Keep Saraland Beautiful, the goal of the “Adopt-a-Spot” program 

is to improve the natural beauty of Saraland with landscaping and 

encourage civic pride in the Central Business District (CBD) of Saraland.  

This program gives businesses, clubs, and organizations the opportunity 

to keep a portion of the City’s public area free of litter and properly 

maintained.  The cost to join the program includes a one-time fee of 

$250.00 to purchase the sign displaying their business and organization 

name and $100/month to maintain their adopted spot. There are currently 

six (6) “Adopt-a-Spot” locations. The following is a list of the “Adopt-a-

Spot” members:  Azalea Coffee Service, Brett/Robinson Real Estate, 

Sister Schubert’s, S&M Transportation, Saraland Lions Club, and 

Trustmark Bank. The City generously covers the cost of un-adopted 

spots. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
S&M Transportation and Azalea Coffee Service  

Adopt-A-Spot Locations 
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 1.4. Keep Saraland Beautiful (KSB) Program 

The mission statement for Keep Saraland Beautiful is “To encourage 

people living and working in Saraland to personally contribute to the 

improvement of our community.”  Modeled after the Keep America 

Beautiful program, Keep Saraland Beautiful aims to improve the aesthetic 

and ecological value of the City through litter control/prevention, proper 

handling of solid waste, beautification, public education awareness, 

recruitment of volunteers, and promotion of voluntary recycling.  The 

program coordinates the cleanup efforts of the City as well as interacting 

with local business owners and managers.  Additionally, KSB involves 

Saraland’s schools through contests and recycling. KSB meetings are held 

once a month, ten (10) months of the year. There are currently seventeen 

(17) paid individual members and two (2) corporate members: Shell 

Chemical and Mitchell Container. 

KSB continues to maintain an independent website to promote their 

organization and provide an avenue for announcing events and meeting 

dates, in addition to displaying pictures from past events and contest 

winners.  An application to become an Adopt-A-Spot member is also on 

the website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep Saraland Beautiful Homepage 
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KSB has a new Recycling webpage to help inform residents about the 

importance of recycling and includes a graphic from AMWASTE that lists 

what can and can’t be recycled. There are also links to the Mobile County 

Recycling Center and Alabama Recycling Coalition websites.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Saraland Middle School reinstated their Going Green Club as an 

outgrowth of their English as a Second Language class and was given a 

$1,000 grant from KSB to start a recycling program on campus. The club 

members (pictured below) created a presentation discussing how they 

chose recycling as their project to help improve their school and the steps 

they took to implement the program. They contacted Waste Management 

to place a recycling dumpster on campus and then asked teachers and staff 

to start collecting paper and cardboard for recycling. Their plans for future 

projects include hosting an Earth Day Festival, developing a landfill 

decomposition display in the school hallway, and choosing activities to 

beautify the school garden, such as collaborating with the art class to 

decorate and adding multicultural plants, recycled artwork, and planters. 

Keep Saraland Beautiful’s Recycling Webpage 
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Keep Saraland Beautiful completed numerous activities during this 

reporting period. The City Wide Cleanup was held on April 7, 2018. Two 

KSB volunteers were present along with City staff. The event resulted in 

3.5 tons of debris collected, including 17 tires, 125 cans of paint, used 

motor oil, & electronics. Some household and metal items were recycled, 

and 30 gallons of paint was sent out for reuse. The Fall Cleanup Day was 

held on October 13, 2018. Two KSB volunteers also attended this event 

and the amount of debris collected was similar to April’s event. 

 

 

 

Saraland Middle School’s Going Green Club 

Paint collected during the City Wide Cleanup 
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Two gardening workshops were held during this reporting period:  March 

10, 2018 and March 30, 2019. The speakers for the workshops were James 

Miles and Jack Lecroy, respectively; both are experts with the Alabama 

Cooperative Extension Service. The workshops discussed native plant 

selection and organic gardening. 

There were 12 attendees at the 

March 2018 workshop and 14 

attendees at the March 2019 

workshop. Flyers for workshops 

were posted on the KSB website, 

the City’s Facebook page, civic 

and senior centers, Tractor 

Supply, the library, and YMCA. 

 

One high priority of KSB is to 

help children think about their 

role in keeping the Saraland 

community clean. In accordance 

with this effort, KSB hosts a 

bookmark contest for Saraland 

Elementary School. The theme 

of the 2018 Bookmark Contest 

was “Keeping Saraland Green.” 

A total of 373 students participated in the contest. There were 54 

volunteers, including KSB members, teachers, and staff. There were 

approximately 1200 attendees at the awards ceremony where KSB 

presented trophies to the 12 winners (see pictures below). A total of 110 

hours of volunteer time and $800 on printing, trophies, and teacher gift 

cards were spent to complete the contest. 
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KSB also has a Yard of the Month contest, with criteria that includes that 

the yard should be well-maintained and have some seasonal color.  

Winners receive a certificate, informational materials about KSB, a free 1-

year KSB membership, and their yard is displayed on the Keep Saraland 

Beautiful website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other KSB activities during this reporting period include: 

 

❖ 3 volunteers surveyed litter along Highway 158 to make 

recommendations for cleanup. 

❖ Applied to Alabama Power for a tree grant. 

❖ Litter Index portion of Keep American Beautiful annual report 

completed by 9 volunteers. 

❖ 3 members attended the Keep Alabama/Mississippi Beautiful 

Conference. 

❖ A recycling/landfill workshop with Gavin Adams from ADEM as 

speaker; 14 volunteers attended. 

❖ KSB’s partner organization, The Woman’s Club of Saraland, 

Building and Grounds workdays: 16 volunteers, including 2 

children, cleaned, repaired siding, pressure washed, painted new 

siding, and cut back landscaping from the building perimeter. 

❖ 1 KSB member and 3 family members picked up 5 bags of trash, 

plus a mattress and other large items, along Kali Oka Road at the 

Highway 158 interchange. 
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Ultimately, Keep Saraland Beautiful’s events and contests motivate 

residents to take pride in their city, encourages participation in improving 

the community, and has a lasting positive effect on residents’ behavior in 

relation to storm water pollution.  

 

1-5. Alternative Sentencing 

The municipal court system utilizes alternative sentencing to provide 

workers to remove litter from city streets as a form of community service.  

An average of 8 to 10 workers are utilized weekly on Saturdays along the 

most traveled roadways such as Celeste Road, Shelton Beach, Shell 

Street, Kali Oka Road, Lafitte Road, Baldwin Street, Cedar Street, Hwy 

158, Ridge Road, Bayou Sara Avenue, and Spartan Drive.  The workers 

are supervised by Public Works employees. 
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4.2 Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDDE) 

 

Permit Requirement:  The Permittee shall implement an ongoing program to 

detect and eliminate illicit discharges in the MS4, to the maximum extent 

practicable. 

 

The City of Saraland is committed to ensuring that all illicit discharges are 

promptly inspected and investigated and that all violations are enforced.  This 

initiative is further supported by the BMP’s that the City has developed that 

provide opportunities for all City personnel to assist with eliminating illicit 

discharges. 

 

The following BMP’s regarding Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

were implemented during the reporting period of April 1, 2017 to March 31, 

2018: 

 

2-1. Map of Major Outfall and Structural BMP’s   

The City of Saraland has developed a map showing the major storm 

water outfall and nineteen field screening locations that will be discussed 

in more detail in BMP 3-4.  Also shown on the map is the detention pond 

that is inspected and maintained by the City. The map will be updated 

periodically as new structural controls are added to the system.  A copy 

of the map is included in Appendix B. 

 

2-2. Ordinance 664 

The City’s Ordinance 664 makes it unlawful to do the following:   

1. Allow any liquid or pollutant discharges to run into the 

City’s storm drain system. 

2. Release or threaten release of hazardous materials into 

the environment or to transport, store, and offer to 

transport any hazardous materials unless each material 

is properly packaged, marked, or accompanied by 

proper documentation. 

The Ordinance also provides authorization for City officials to enter the 

grounds of any facility suspected of an illegal discharge, in addition to 

being reimbursed for the ceasing of a discharge that is suspected of being 

harmful to human health or the environment.  Ordinance 664 is reviewed 

periodically and updated as needed. 
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2-3. IDDE Training for City Employees 

The City of Saraland makes a concerted effort to ensure that all City 

employees are provided opportunities for education and training such as 

code official meetings, hazardous materials refresher courses, and 

seminars on wastewater management. The City will continue to 

encourage and fund the needed training for their employees. 

 

In order to further assist with educating City employees about storm 

water pollution, the City Planner presents information related to storm 

water pollution at various City staff meetings during the year. The City 

Planner presented storm water information at the Leadership Training 

meeting in April 2018. 

 

During this reporting period, two (2) additional City employees (Howard 

Creighton and Wade Steadham) were trained to detect, recognize, and 

report illicit discharges. The training took place at one of the monthly 

staff meetings and focused on handling sewage complaints. Additional 

training is scheduled in upcoming months. 

 

2-4. Illicit Discharge Response 

The City is committed to investigating all reports of illicit discharges and 

taking appropriate enforcement measures.  Currently, illicit discharge 

complaints are either received at the City Hall or reported directly to 

Public Works. The City has also added a form to their Stormwater 

Webpage to report illicit discharges.  All illicit discharge complaints are 

printed and issued to the inspector, and the results of any investigations, 

including the issuance of citations are saved electronically.   

 

During this reporting period, the City received one (1) complaint from a 

citizen for a leaking sewer pipe under a mobile home. A verbal notice 

was given to the homeowner to correct the issue in 10 days. The leak was 

ultimately resolved on the same day. All details of the complaint and 

resolution was recorded and kept on file. 

 

2-4. Dry Weather Screening 

Dry weather screening is routinely performed by the City’s Public Works 

Department to identify illicit discharges throughout the system.   Field 

screening locations were selected based upon their proximity to major 

stream systems, drainage basins, and urban development.  These 

locations were examined during dry conditions to verify that flow exists 

only during rainfall events.  The major outfall is located along water 

bodies that would receive runoff from overland flow and storm water 
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outfalls.  These stations were selected as representative of the regional 

drainage conditions within the City’s boundaries. 

 

The major outfall and the nineteen field screening locations were 

reviewed for evidence of illicit discharges during the reporting period.  

No illicit discharges were noted at the time of inspection. 

 

The City of Saraland’s Phase II permit does not require monitoring 

therefore no water sampling data was collected.  The City’s one major 

outfall discharges into Bayou Sara which is not a 303(d) classified 

stream. 

 

The following is a list of the field screening locations and the major 

outfall site.  These locations are also shown on the maps in Appendix B. 

 

Screening 

Sites 
Location GPS Coordinates 

MO-1 
US 43 bridge crossing at Norton 

Creek 

30o 48’ 58.275 N   

88o 04’ 16.366 W 

FS-1 End of Booker Ridge Court 
30o 51’ 30.225 N   

88o 08’ 54.439 W 

FS-2 Lukoli Lane West south side of street 
30o 51’ 14.411 N   

88o 09’ 08.819 W 

FS-3 
Across the street from 4695 Pine 

Avenue 

30o 50’ 28.901 N   

88o 09’ 01.329 W 

FS-4 

Off Lafitte Road west from Celeste 

Rd at bridge crossing just before the 

second Traveler Dr Entrance  

30o 50’ 00.837 N   

88o 07’ 45.746 W 

FS-5 
1735 Chase Drive - across from Lift 

Station 

30o 49’ 39.928 N   

88o 06’ 52.058 W 

FS-6 
841 Deer Run Drive - South side of 

Lift Station/ Pump House 

30o 50’ 01.728 N   

88o 05’ 25.742 W 

FS-7 
900 Forest Ave - NW corner of Lift 

Station across from Circle K 

30o 49’ 48.925 N   

88o 05’ 33.780 W 

FS-8 North end of Ideal Drive 
30o 49’ 07.562 N   

88o 05’ 22.695 W 
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FS-9 
524 Scott Dr W - NW corner of 

bridge crossing  

30o 48’ 54.0927 N   

88o 05’ 45.0426 W 

FS-10 

886 Fernwood Drive - Rear parking 

area of AT&T Store in the triangle 

area adjacent to Shelton Beach Road 

across from Microtel Inn & Suites 

30o 48’ 13.612 N   

88o 06’ 04.800 W 

FS-11 
Second Avenue - Across from 906 

Second Ave. 

30o 48’ 18.101 N   

88o 05’ 42.917 W 

FS-12 South end of James Street 
30o 48’ 01.365 N   

88o 05’ 25.070 W 

FS-13 
North Side of Industrial Blvd. 100 Yd 

East of Dixie Drayage 

30o 47’ 53.715 N   

88o 05’ 08.493 W 

FS-14 

North of Celeste Rd and Hwy 43 

below bill board @ bridge - storm 

drain in grass area of parking lot. 

30o 49’ 32.068 N   

88o 04’ 11.648 W 

FS-15 
East side of Bea's Ln - Adjacent to 

130 Bayou Sara Ave. 

30o 49’ 32.581 N   

88o 03’ 53.210 W 

FS-16 
2 Dale Ave. - NW corner of 

Intersection at Clark and Dale Ave 

30o 49’ 10.278 N   

88o 03’ 40.675 W 

FS-17 
Intersection of Anderson & Railroad 

St - west of tracks  

30o 49’ 16.055 N   

88o 04’ 04.729 W 

FS-18 

Rufus Harbin Park on Norton Ave - 

Drainage structures on the east side of 

park 

30o 49’ 23.124 N   

88o 04’ 40.755 W 

FS-19 
Celeste Rd and Forest Avenue - in 

front of Forest Subdivision 

30o 50’ 19.641 N   

88o 06’ 51.075 W 

2-5. Handling of Spills 

The Saraland Fire Department developed and implemented a Procedural 

General Order (PGO) for the reporting and handling of hazardous and/or 

toxic materials spills and incidents.  A copy of the PGO was included in 

the City’s SWMP submitted to ADEM in September 2018. In addition, 

the Saraland Fire Department is home to Alabama HazMat 6, a statewide 

Hazardous Materials Response Team.  The City’s HazMat team is fully 

equipped to handle both large and small incidents.  All spills are handled 

with life safety as the primary goal and environmental conservation as the 

second objective.  Spills are contained with a variety of absorbent 

materials and booms.  All spill control is coordinated with Mobile County 
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Emergency Management, Alabama Department of Environmental 

Management, and the United States Coast Guard if a spill threatens a 

waterway.  The Saraland Fire Department is also equipped with a 

Rescue/HazMat truck with onboard computers, chemical identifiers and 

detectors, decontamination equipment and a cache of absorbents and mats 

to mitigate any hazardous materials spills.   

 

The Saraland Fire Department conducts an annual 8-hour hazardous 

materials refresher class. There are currently 50 fire personnel. All new 

employees must get certified as a Haz-Mat Technician. Each firefighter is 

required to attend 4 hours of additional hazmat training per ISO 

requirements. A hazardous Materials Technician class and hazardous 

materials refresher class was conducted in March 2019. 

 

During this reporting period, there were several small diesel fuel spills 

caused by ruptured saddle tanks on semi-trucks involved in accidents. All 

the incidents were confined to the interstate. 

Saraland F.D. Station No. 3 
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4.3 Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control  

 

Permit Requirement:  The Permittee must develop/revise, implement and 

enforce an ongoing program to reduce, to the maximum extent practicable, 

the pollutants in any storm water runoff to the MS4 from qualifying 

construction sites. 

 

The Saraland Planning Commission was established in 1958 to advise the City 

Council on its Comprehensive Plan for current and future development within 

the City and Planning Jurisdiction of Saraland (an area of three miles beyond 

the city limits).  The Code Administration section of the Building Department 

is responsible for protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the City of 

Saraland and its residents through enforcement of building, electrical, 

plumbing, mechanical, gas, fire standard, storm water management and other 

codes and ordinances adopted by the City of Saraland.  The Land Use 

Administration is responsible for assuring that the regulations regarding land 

use are adhered to in order to facilitate the goals of the Comprehensive Plan.  

The City of Saraland also has a Long-Range Planning Commission that 

consists of representatives from the Land Use Administration, the Building 

Department, the Planning Commission, the Code Administration, and other 

regulatory enforcement departments.  Questions concerning any stages or 

procedures for developments are directed to the Saraland Building 

Department.  The City of Saraland has in place ordinances that provide 

enforcement measures that assure compliance with their SWMP, in addition to 

a permitting process that includes numerous inspections to verify that storm 

water measures are in place and properly managing the storm water. 

 

The City of Saraland recently hired a new employee in the Building 

Department. Her responsibilities include assisting with ordinance enforcement 

and monitoring BMP’s at construction sites.  She takes photos, investigates 

complaints, and contacts the developers regarding their BMP controls.   

 

The City of Saraland implements the following BMP’s to help reduce 

pollutants in storm water runoff from construction sites: 

 

3-1. Ordinances 757 and 664 

Article IV of the City’s Ordinance 664 provides guidelines for storm 

water management compliance.  The Code explains the conditions under 

which a storm water management plan is required to be submitted, 

whether a simplified or extensive SWMP is required, and also provides a 

detailed list of the required components of the SWMP, in addition to 

examples of structural and nonstructural storm water management 

facilities.  Storm water management plans can be rejected by the city 
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building inspector if they incorporate structures and facilities that will 

demand considerable maintenance, will be difficult to maintain, or utilize 

numerous small structures if other alternatives are physically possible.  

Ordinance 664 also provides procedures regarding violations of the 

Ordinance.  The City will provide a written notice to the violator and time 

to correct the deficiencies.  If deficiencies aren’t corrected and the 

violator is convicted, the City will impose a fine of not more than $500 or 

imprisoned no more than 30 days for each offense. 

 

Article XVIII of Ordinance 757 provides more detailed requirements for 

drainage and storm sewers, erosion and sediment control, and storm 

water detention.  Plans for drainage are required to be prepared by a 

Professional Engineer; the Engineer must also certify that all drainage 

facilities have been installed in accordance with approved plans, in 

addition to inspecting the facilities. 

 

Ordinances 664 and 757 will continue to be reviewed periodically and 

updated as needed.  Copies of both Ordinances have been added to the 

Storm Water Webpage. 

 

3-2. Construction Site Plan Reviews and Inspections 

The City of Saraland Building Inspection Department and consulting 

engineers review all new prospective construction project plans for storm 

water compliance and drainage.  The required storm water management 

plan is to be prepared, certified, and stamped/sealed by a Professional 

Engineer, Land Surveyor, or Landscape Architect.  Construction in flood 

prone areas are flagged and tracked by the permitting software and are 

required to comply with the floodplain ordinance and elevation 

requirements.  Elevation certificates and records are retained on file.  The 

Building Inspection Department is also responsible for approving land 

disturbance permits, confirming NPDES permits have been obtained, and 

performing construction inspections to ensure that all City codes are 

followed.  When a permit is obtained, the builder must request 

inspections during all stages of construction.  Inspectors will visit each 

construction site fourteen (14) to twenty (20) times during the building 

process.  These multiple inspections allow the city inspector to ensure 

compliance with the city codes.  During the last reporting period, the City 

has also started requiring a Landscape/Stabilization inspection before the 

Certificate of Occupancy can be issued.  

 

Three (3) new City employees (Jennifer Jemison, Howard Creighton, and 

Wade Steadham) were trained during this reporting period to recognize 

appropriate construction site BMP’s. The training took place on March 25 
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& 29, 2019 at the Charleston Ridge and Heritage Trace subdivisions and 

covered topics related to BMP’s, including drainage, post-construction 

stabilization, and driveway slopes. One (1) public complaint regarding 

construction site runoff was received for the Heritage Trace site. A silt 

fence was overturned by heavy rains. The Contractor was required to 

immediately install a second berm and additional silt fencing. 

 

The City uses the Interactive CityWise Permitting Software to track 

permit applications and inspections. The minimal upgrades during this 

reporting period included adding new employees, recurring events, and 

flagged sites. 

 

The City approved 112 residential and 14 commercial sites during this 

reporting period.  A total of 908 residential and 254 commercial 

inspections were performed. There were no citations issued during this 

reporting period. 
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4.4  Post-Construction Storm Water Management in New Development and 

Redevelopment   

 

Permit Requirement:  Post-Construction Storm Water Management refers to 

activities that take place after construction occurs, and includes structural 

and non-structural controls including low impact development and green 

infrastructure practices to obtain permanent storm water management over 

the life of the property’s use.  These post construction controls should be 

considered during the initial site development planning phase. 

 

The City of Saraland recognizes the importance of requiring post-construction 

storm water management plans for new development and redevelopment 

projects.  Accordingly, the City has implemented the following BMP’s 

regarding post-construction storm water management: 

 

4-1. Post-Construction Storm Water Management Ordinance 

The City of Saraland adopted a Post-Construction Storm Water 

Ordinance, Ordinance 1022, on December 10, 2015.  The new ordinance 

includes the requirement that a post-construction BMP plan be submitted 

during the plan review process.  Also included are procedures for 

demonstrating and documenting that post-construction storm water 

measures have been installed per design specifications, in addition to 

enforceable procedures for bringing noncompliant projects in 

compliance. There were no changes to Ordinance 1022 during this 

reporting period. 

 

4-2. Post-Construction Plan 

In conjunction with the implementation of the post-construction storm 

water management ordinance, the City of Saraland now requires 

developers and contractors or property owners to submit a post-

construction BMP plan with project construction plans.  The BMP plan 

must be designed by a Professional Engineer and include a combination 

of structural and non-structural controls and a post-construction BMP 

maintenance agreement.  Additional inspection of the BMP plan during 

and after construction has been added to the permit inspection 

requirements. 

During this reporting period, the Building Inspector conducted 126 post-

construction BMP inspections. The violations were minor issues, such as 

removing silt from spillways. The Contractors were notified, and the 

proper BMP’s were installed. 
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4-3. Post-Construction BMP Operation and Maintenance Agreement 

The City of Saraland has also developed a post-construction operation 

and maintenance agreement that will allow the City to conduct 

inspections of the post-construction BMP’s and also account for the legal 

transfer of responsibility for maintenance from the developer to the 

property owner or Homeowner’s Association.  The maintenance 

agreement includes the following components:  a description of the 

routine maintenance, inspection requirements, provisions for the City to 

access structural BMP’s, and a provision to legally record the 

maintenance agreement. 

 

The City executed ten (10) post-construction BMP operation and 

maintenance agreements during this reporting period: 

 

❖ 7/10/18 – 21 Shell Street, Saraland Retail Investments – Above-

Ground Storage Tanks 

❖ 7/10/18 – 312 Celeste Road, David Trammell, GCR, LLC – 

Commercial Granite Shop 

❖ 10/9/18 – 57 Shell Street, Sandefur Properties, LLC – Zaxby’s 

Restaurant 

❖ 12/11/18 – 95 Shell Street, Hutchinson, Moore & Rauch, LLC – 

Infirmary Health Systems Emergency Department 

❖ 12/11/18 – 50 Jacintoport Boulevard, Jake Ingram – Ingram Plumbing 

❖ 1/8/19 – 75 Shell Street, Zarzour Companies – Saraland Medical 

Building 

❖ 1/8/19 – 1301 West I-65 Service Road, Mabo Investments – Popeye’s 

Restaurant 

❖ 2/12/19 – 65 Shell Street, Colony Construction – Mugshots Grill & 

Bar 

❖ 2/12/19 – 310 Industrial Parkway, PSE Design Consulting Engineers 

– Azteca’s Restaurant 

❖ 3/12/19 – 1877 Shelton Beach Road, Hutchinson, Moore & Rauch, 

LLC – Hess Enterprises office building. 
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4.5 Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations    

 

Permit Requirement:  The Permittee shall develop, implement, and maintain a 

program that will prevent or reduce the discharge of pollutants in storm water 

run-off from municipal operations to the maximum extent practicable. 

 

The City of Saraland’s Public Works Department is primarily responsible for 

the City’s operation and maintenance program. As required by the Phase II 

MS4 Permit issued on September 6, 2016, the City has documented their 

established Standard Operating Procedures (SOP’s) in the most recent Storm 

Water Management Plan. Below is the inventory of all of the municipal 

facilities: 

 

The City employs the following BMP’s in regards to Pollution 

Prevention/Good Housekeeping to prevent or reduce pollutant runoff from 

municipal operations. 

 

5-1. Inventory of Municipal Facilities 

Below is the inventory of all of the municipal facilities: 

 

❖ Saraland City Hall – 943 Saraland Blvd. 

❖ Saraland Police Department – 716 Saraland Blvd. 

❖ Saraland Fire Rescue Department – 716 Saraland Blvd. 

❖ Saraland City Garage – 716 Saraland Blvd. 

❖ Saraland Annex Building – 933-939 Saraland Blvd. S. (includes 

 Building Department, Municipal Court, and Chamber of Commerce) 

❖ Saraland Senior Center – 718 Mae Street 

❖ Saraland Civic Center – 716 Mae Street 

❖ Saraland Public Library – 111 Saraland Loop 

❖ Saraland Public Works – 30-48 Station Street 

❖ Kali Oka Country Club – 7501 Kali Oka Road 

❖ Saraland Cleveland House – 845 Norton Ave. 

❖ Saraland Safe House – 7794 Celeste Road 

❖ Fire Station #2 – 7681 Ridge Road 

❖ Fire Station #3 – 7787 Celeste Road 

 

This list of municipal facilities will be updated as needed and added to 

the City’s Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP). 
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5-2. Housekeeping SOP’s and Inspection Schedules 

Below is a list of the current Good Housekeeping Standard Operating 

Procedures (SOP’s) and their corresponding inspection schedule for the 

City’s Municipal Facilities: 

 
STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE INSPECTION SCHEDULE 

1.  City Vehicle Maintenance As needed 
2.  Detention Pond Cleaning Yearly or as needed 
3.  Ditch Maintenance Monthly 
4.  Drainage Structure Cleaning Monthly 
5.  Herbicide for Weed Control As needed 
6.  Storage and Disposal of Chemicals As needed 
7.  Vegetation control As needed 

 

The City’s continues to review and update these SOP’s as needed and 

implement them at appropriate municipal facilities in accordance with the 

inspection schedule. The SOP’s are discussed with staff at the monthly 

Safety Meetings to ensure that everyone has thorough understanding of 

the procedures and how often they should be performed. Copies of the 

SOP’s are included in Appendix C. Included in Appendix D is an 

Attendance Documentation sheet from one of the safety meetings where 

drainage issues were discussed. 

 

5-3. Structural Controls Maintenance 

The Public Works Department cleans and removes debris from all drains 

as necessary to assist with maintaining flow through existing 

infrastructure.  The Department maintains a regular inspection and 

maintenance schedule of the City’s drainage system.  Major channels and 

ditches are inspected and cut at least once per month or when needed as 

allowed by regulatory agencies having jurisdiction.  Levels in Bayou Sara 

are monitored during heavy rainfall and high tide to help protect citizens 

in low lying areas.  The City has approximately 5,500 storm inlets that 

are inspected monthly and necessary maintenance is performed.  Also, 

several crews from the Public Works Department are sent out to inspect 

elements of the drainage system before and after rains to ensure proper 

drainage of the storm water.  Debris and sand removal and minor repairs 

are performed as necessary.  The Department also maintains two (2) 

detention ponds located in the Highland Subdivision on Dawson Drive 

and at Hertz Children Park on 1st Avenue.  The City’s drainage needs and 

ongoing and completed projects are discussed during meetings with the 

Mayor and all City department heads. Any needs or concerns are 

addressed by working together to pool resources or share contacts to 

ensure any needed improvements are completed. 
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The Public Works Supervisor prepares a biweekly report detailing the 

activities performed regarding City Buildings Maintenance, Equipment 

Maintenance & Repairs, Street Maintenance & Repairs, Parks & 

Recreation, Small Engine Repairs, and Custodial Services. In relation to 

storm water management, the reports include the instances where storm 

drain pipes and ditches were cleaned or repaired. The reports also noted 

when trash and litter were collected in the parks. An example report is 

included in Appendix E. Pictures of some of the maintained ditches are 

included in Appendix F. 

 

5-4. Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO) Prevention 

In October 2015, the City of Saraland transferred ownership of the sewer 

collection system and the wastewater treatment facility to the Board of 

Water and Sewer Commissioners of the City of Saraland (Board).  

Planning for properly maintaining and operating a sanitary sewer 

collection and treatment system is imperative to ensure economic growth 

and quality of life experienced by the citizens of Saraland.  The Board 

has several tools to assist them in these efforts with the wastewater 

collection system, including a capacity analysis of their system to identify 

deficiencies in the collection system.  Also, the lift stations are 

continuously monitored through a Supervisory Control and Data 

Acquisition (SCADA) system.  The SCADA system will send pager 

alarms to Board’s staff when a critical condition arises at a lift station 

such as high water level or power outage. All lift stations are inspected 

daily.  The Sewer Department also has two portable generators that are 

stationed at critical lift stations in the case of long term power outages. 

 

During this reporting period, many repairs were performed on lift 

stations, the collection system, and at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  

The total cost for each category is listed below: 

 

 

 

 

 

There were six (6) Sanitary Sewer Overflows (SSO’s) during this 

reporting period: 

❖ December 2018 – SSO at the equalization basin caused by 3.44” of 

rain at the WWTP.  As required, ADEM was verbally notified within 

24 hours and a SSO report was submitted electronically. Saraland 

Category Cost 
Lift Station Pump Repair/Maintenance $42,225 

WWTP Repair/Maintenance $63,144 

Transmission & Distribution Maintenance $89,604 

TOTAL $194,973 



___________________________________________________________________________ 

City of Saraland 33 MS4 Annual Report

  May 2019 

Water & Sewer planned to conduct an I/I study in the sewer system to 

locate any infiltration problems. 

❖ January 2019 – SSO at manhole on outfall line at WWTP caused by 

excessive head pressure due to high tide and rain event. As required, 

ADEM was notified verbally within 24 hours and a SSO report was 

submitted electronically. The corrective action listed on the report is 

to discharge at a slower rate.  

❖ January 2019 – SSO in parking lot on Saraland Avenue caused by a 

grease blockage. The overflow was contained and cleaned. The sewer 

line was jetted and will continue to be monitored. 

❖ January 2019 – SSO at manhole on Spanish Trace Drive caused by 

grease blockage. As required, ADEM was notified verbally within 24 

hours and a SSO report was submitted electronically. The corrective 

action listed on the report is to have the sewer lines jetted more often 

to reduce the occurrence of grease blockages. 

❖ March 2019 – SSO on Norton Avenue caused by grease blockage. As 

required, ADEM was notified verbally within 24 hours and a SSO 

report was submitted electronically. The corrective action listed on 

the report is to perform CCTV inspection of the line in the future. 

❖ March 2019 – SSO on Norton Ave caused by telephone company 

boring through sewer line. As required, ADEM was notified verbally 

within 24 hours and an SSO report was submitted electronically. 

  

Copies of all six (6) SSO reports are included in Appendix G. 

 

5-5. City Vehicle Maintenance 

The City utilizes a collection tank located in the City’s garage to collect 

oil, diesel fuel, antifreeze, and transmission fuels when working on City 

vehicles and equipment.  Aaron Oil, a local oil recycling company, 

collects the used oil from the City’s garage. Additionally, the City washes 

the vehicles with an environmentally safe car wash. 

 

5-6. Spraying of Herbicide 

Avenger Weed Killer was applied to ten (10) areas, primarily ditches, by 

the Public Works Department in 2018.  Three (3) Public Works 

employees attending a seminar on Herbicides & Natural Resource 

Management in February 2018 in Fairhope. The agenda included topics 

such as: 

❖ Pesticide Safety 

❖ Invasive Plant ID & Control 

❖ Mixing and Calibrating Herbicides 

❖ Application Techniques Demonstration 
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One-on-one training is provided to each employee and instructions 

provided with the product are thoroughly read and reviewed before 

spraying. The herbicide is stored in a cabinet inside the Public Works 

Department shop. 

 

5-7. Garbage and Recycling Services 

The City of Saraland contracts with AmWaste for residental garbage and 

trash service. Every household is given a recycling bin and residents have 

the option of recycling. The City also has recycling bins for paper and 

aluminum can recycling located at the Public Works Department.  
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5.0 SUMMARY 

 
 This annual report includes a history and overview of the City of Saraland’s MS4 

program, as well as a review of the Best Management Practices (BMP’s) outlined in 

the Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP) submitted in September 2017, as 

required by the Phase II MS4 Permit. The City has continued to implement and 

update their BMP’s as necessary. 

 

            The intent of the program is to reduce pollutants in storm water that is discharged 

from the storm water system and to prevent the degradation of receiving streams. The 

receiving streams for the City of Saraland are Bayou Sara and Norton Creek, neither 

of which are listed on the 2018 Alabama §303(d) List for impaired waterways.  There 

is no indication that the City is negatively affecting these streams.   

  

 The City of Saraland will continue to focus on storm water management and look for 

ways to enhance their program. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix A 



Building Inspection Department 
933 Saraland Blvd. South 

Saraland, AL 36571 
 

City of Saraland 

Tel: 251-679-5502 
Fax: 251-679-3106 
www.saraland.org 

Building Inspection Department 

STORMWATER  
MANAGEMENT 

What You Can Do 
1. Prevent water, other than rain wa-

ter, from entering storm drains 
and ditches. 

2. Properly dispose of,  or recycle mo-
tor oil, antifreeze, paint, solvents, 
and other materials. 

3. Keep leaves, grass clippings, pet 
waste, soil, and litter out of storm 
drains, ditches, creeks,  and ponds. 

4. Use  no-toxic alternatives and re-
duce or eliminate pesticide use. 

5. Plant native species to protect bare 
soil and prevent erosion. 

6. Participate in activities to learn 
more about stormwater. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

933 Saraland Blvd. South 

Saraland, AL 36571 

Phone: 251-679-5502 

Fax: 251-679-3106 

City of Saraland 



Impacts of 
Stormwater 

Building Inspection Department 

933 Saraland Blvd. South 
Saraland, AL 36571 
Phone: 251-679-5502 
Fax: 251-679-3106 

Solutions 
 
 
 
Education & Outreach 
 
 
 

Changes in Local Policies 
 
 
 

Best Management Practices   
 
To report stormwater 
concerns contact: 
Saraland Public Works— 
251-679-5562  or 

Flooding (Water Quantity) 
 

Increased hardened surfaces in urban 
areas results in more water draining di-
rectly into streams.  The increased flow 
causes flooding and erosion of stream 
banks 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pollution (Water Quality) 
 
Major Pollutants found in stormwater 
runoff include: 
 
 Sediment  
 Nutrients  
 Petroleum 
 Litter 
 Bacteria 
 Fertilizers 

Stormwater runoff is flow generated from 
hardened surfaces (e.g., streets, driveways, 
rooftops, and parking lots) agricultural 
land and other areas as a result of 
precipitation.  

 

Where does stormwater go? 
Stormwater flows over the surface 
and enters the nearest storm drain or 
drainage ditch. From the drains and 
ditches, the water is discharged 
Untreated into the nearest stream or 
river.   



















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix B 
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Appendix C 



Standard Operating Procedure 
 

City of Saraland, AL 

City Vehicle Maintenance 
 
 
This SOP covers the process for maintaining City vehicles without discharging pollutants to the 
City’s MS4. 
 

 
Vehicle Maintenance 

 
1. Transport the vehicle to the City’s garage to perform any maintenance activities. 

 
2. Use a collection tank or drip pan to collect oil, diesel fuel, antifreeze, transmission fluids, 

and all other vehicle fluids when working on City’s vehicles. 
 

3. Repair leaking vehicles as soon as possible to avoid discharging into the storm drain system. 
 
 



Standard Operating Procedure 

City of Saraland, AL 

Detention Pond Cleaning 
 
 
This SOP covers the process for cleaning the City’s detention ponds. 
 
 
1. Schedule detention pond cleaning during a time when dry weather is expected. 

2. Visually inspect grates and other structures to determine whether they’re in good working 

order. 

3. Install erosion controls, as necessary, prior to cleaning the detention pond. 

4. Provide outlet protection, if feasible, to reduce the amount of debris that may leave during 

the cleaning process. 

5. Remove debris and settlement from the detention pond. Use appropriate equipment, such 

as a backhoe or vacuum truck, as necessary. 

6. Transport the debris to an approved disposal site. 

7. Re-grade the pond bottom and slopes, as needed, after cleaning is complete.  

8. Keep a record of the cleaning, including date, location, crew members, amount of debris 

collected, and comments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Standard Operating Procedure 

City of Saraland, AL 

Ditch Maintenance 
 
 
This SOP covers the process for maintaining City ditches. 
 
 
1. Monitor ditches at least once a month to determine if maintenance is needed. 

2. Contact affected property owners and utilities, if necessary, prior to performing 

maintenance. 

3. Determine what equipment will be needed. 

4. Install erosion controls as necessary prior to performing maintenance. 

5. When performing maintenance, take all necessary precautions to avoid damaging the ditch 

channel and adjacent properties or utilities. 

6. Remove all collected material and transport to an approved dumping site. 

7. Clean up any tracked sediment material from paved surfaces. 

8. Keep a record of all maintenance activities, including date, location, crew members, amount 

of material collected, and comments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Standard Operating Procedure 

City of Saraland, AL 

Drainage Structure Cleaning 
 
 
This SOP covers the process for cleaning the City’s drainage structures. 
 
 
1. Visually inspect the structure and determine what needs to be cleaned or replaced. 

2. Record any deficiencies such as cracks and broken or missing pieces. 

3. Remove any trash, debris, and sediment.  Use appropriate hand tools, as necessary. 

4. Use a vacuum truck if a more extensive cleaning is needed. 

5. Transport all collected material to an approved disposal site. 

6. Keep a record of the cleaning, including date, location, crew members, amount of debris 

collected, and comments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Standard Operating Procedure 
 

Herbicide for Weed Control 

City of Saraland, AL 

 
The SOP covers the use of herbicide for weed control.  The City Employee shall be aware that 
the spraying of the herbicide in the Waters of the State is prohibited.   
 
 
General 

1. Follow all Manufacturer’s recommendations for mixing, applying, and handling 
herbicides.  

2. All materials should be properly stored under cover when not in use.  
3. Materials should be stored in an adequately ventilated and secured building to prevent 

unauthorized use or access.  
4. Keep materials properly covered and contained in tight fitting containers.  
5. Properly label all materials.  
6. Keep a record of the Safety Data Sheet (SDS) for the product being used. 

 
Mixing 

1. Provide adequate containment when mixing materials. This includes an area with 
impervious surface and adequate perimeter control to prevent the discharge of 
pollutants in the event of a spill.  

2. All mixed material containers shall be labeled with the specific contents.  
3. Mix the minimum amount of material needed for the immediate job.  

 
Application 

1. Time the application of materials to coincide with the manufacturer’s recommendation 
for best results.  

2. Do not apply pesticides or herbicides during precipitation or if precipitation is expected. 
Do not apply before an irrigation cycle.  

3. Do not apply fertilizers when heavy rain that could cause significant runoff is 
anticipated.  

4. Do not apply when wind conditions could result in spray drift to waterbodies or areas 
not targeted for application.  

5. If possible, limit the application of herbicides to a specific problem area.  
 
Spills and Leaks 

1. Spills and leaks should be cleaned up immediately.  
2. Dry clean-up methods should be used to clean up spilled material. This includes the use 

of absorbent pads, granular absorbent, booms, and similar measures.  
3. Waste sorbent material must be disposed of properly.  
4. Water should never be used to clean up spilled material.  
5. Wash down of pavement should not occur until all spills and leaks have been cleaned 

up.  



Standard Operating Procedure 

City of Saraland, AL 

Storage and Disposal of Chemicals 
 
 
This SOP covers the process for storing, handling, and transporting chemicals and how to 
handle spills. 
 
 
1. Understand the MSDS sheets for the storage and handling of each chemical. 

2. Determine the proper location for storing and handling the chemicals, primarily in a location 

that will not be affected by rainfall or storm water. 

3. Always keep containment and spill kits onsite in an easily accessible location. 

4. When transporting chemicals; discontinue operations if spills occur. 

5. Remove and store handling equipment. 

6. Contain and clean up spills with appropriate spill kits. 

7. Dispose of contaminated material at appropriate facility. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Standard Operating Procedure 

City of Saraland, AL 

Vegetation Control 
 
 
This SOP covers the process for mowing and trimming around drainage structures. 
 
 
1. Check the oil and fuel levels of the equipment; refill if needed. 

2. Wear appropriate clothing and safety equipment, including eye and hearing protection. 

3. Locate all drainage structures in the mowing/trimming area. 

4. Mow and trim the area while minimizing the amount of clippings blown to pavement and 

drainage structures. 

5. Bag and dispose of clippings or sweep clippings onto grass areas. 

6. Wash equipment in an approved wash station. 
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